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apprentice, but turning out a sad profligate scapegrace,
committing some atrocious acts that endangered his neck,
the unhappy parent, in order to prevent an untimely exit,
obtained a Cadetship to India for him, a situation in those
days not so much sought after as in later times. The young
sinner entered upon his new vocation with ardour and zeal,
and became so excellent a soldier as entirely from his own
merit as such to rise to command the army of Bengal. His
manners, however, in each gradation were disagreeable, and
peculiarly so to those he considered his inferiors. His pride
sometimes met with little rebuffs, as in the following
instance. During the period the army was under his com-
mand, being upon actual service in the field against the
Bohillas, in the severe heats of May, when a man could
scarce respire, a young Irishman of the name of Hunt, fresh
imported from dear Dublin, was shewn into his tent, where
he delivered some letters he had brought out from persons
of rank to the General. Breakfast, being over, and the
intense heat making the Commander more irascible than in
ordinary, he felt no inclination to be civil to poor Paddy,
angrily observing the hour of visiting was passed, but as
Hunt paid no attention to this remark, and the General
wished probably to treat the bearer of letters from men of
consequence with more than his common courtesy because
his introducers were in high life, he condescended to ask
Hunt if he had breakfasted, and being answered in the
negative, an aide-de-camp was summoned to make tea.
The young Hibernian having swallowed a plentiful quantity
of the refreshing beverage, accompanied by a tolerable
share of bread and butter, the pompous General thought
it time for him to depart, and by way of hint, said, " Good
morning to you, sir," rising from his chair.

Hunt, without stirring from his, answered :

" Good morning to you, sir."

The General, astonished at so unusual a conduct, took a
turn or two up and down the tent, then walking close up to
Hunt, he again said :

" Good morning to you, sir.53